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I am told that there are two broad categories of Premillennialism: Historic (or Classic) 

Premillennialism, and Dispensational Premillennialism (abbreviated as “Premil” from here on). 

Each of these broad categories could be further subdivided into various “flavors” of Premil. 

Historic (Classic) Premil, I am told, does not make the claim that the church was an afterthought 

(or a “plan B”) because the Jews rejected Christ. Thus, Historic Premil will not be the subject of 

this article.  

Dispensational Premil, however, DOES make this claim, and thus this article is in 

response to the erroneous viewpoint espoused as such.   Dispensational Premil is the most 

common “flavor” of Premil taught today. This false doctrine teaches that Christ will return to 

set up a literal kingdom on earth, over which He will reign in Jerusalem for a literal 1000 year 

period, before once again ascending back to Heaven. It is claimed that a period of “the 

tribulation” will precede this event, lasting for 7 years. Depending on the type of Premil taught, 

Christians are said to have “raptured” away from the tribulation period before, midway 

through, or immediately after the 7 year period. Then, it is taught that the “battle of 

Armageddon” will be fought and the 1000 year reign of Christ upon earth will commence. This 

is taught nowhere in Scripture, but is based upon misinterpretations of much of the Revelation 

of Jesus Christ, which is largely figurative in nature. Much of Dispensational Premil has its root 

in the false idea that the church was an afterthought. But was it?   

Premillennialists point to the fact that Jesus was “despised and rejected of men” (Isa. 

53:3) as supposed evidence that mankind was able to thwart the eternal plan of God. They may 

not admit that, but in essence this is what they teach! And yet, the Bible teaches that Jesus’ 

death on the cross was according to God’s eternal purpose for the saving of man, and that His 

church was planned from the beginning! We worship the One Who is “the Lamb slain from the 

foundation of the world” (Rev. 13:8, emphasis added). John the Baptist had prophesied that 

Jesus was this “Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). How could he 

have known that (long before Jesus’ death), were it not in the eternal plan of God? Peter speaks 

of “the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily was 

foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you” 

(1 Pet. 1:19-20, emphasis added).     

Yes, God always intended for His Son to be the One Who would come to this world, live 

a sinless life, and die on the cross so that we might have hope of salvation, and God also always 

intended that His glory would be perpetuated through His church. “Unto him be glory in the 

church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen” (Eph. 3:21, emphasis 

added).  Let me repeat that verse, with different emphasis: “Unto him be glory in the church by 

Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.” Do you see it?! Just as CHRIST 



JESUS is essential to the glory of God through His plan for saving mankind, the CHURCH of Christ 

Jesus is equally important! You can’t separate Christ from His church and still glorify God!     

One last passage should suffice as the death nail to the idea of the church as an 

afterthought or a “plan B,” Ephesians 3:9-11: “And to make all men see what is the fellowship 

of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all 

things by Jesus Christ: To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 

places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, According to the eternal 

purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord” (emphasis added). Friends, the Bible is 

clear that the church is part of God’s eternal purpose, and BY the church the manifold wisdom 

of God is made known! May we never fall for the lies of Premil, which undermine the purity of 

God’s eternal plan for saving man! 


