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Verse 10: “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 

guilty of all.” I’ve said this before, and I’ll say it again: No matter if I have committed only one 

sin, or 10 million sins, my sin has separated me from God and rendered me worthy of death 

(Isa. 59:1-2; Rom. 6:23). It is only by the grace of God through faithful obedience to His Word 

that I have any hope of overcoming sin.    

Sometimes, I fear that we tend to look at the big picture of our lives and think “I’m 

MOSTLY a good person,” as if that’s enough. We will never truly be ENOUGH to deserve 

salvation. But if we have the attitude of “I’m MOSTLY a good person, so surely God will save 

me,” we are in trouble! “MOSTLY a good person” doesn’t cut it. We have to strive to be 

perfected in Christ. How can we do so? Through the completion that God offers us through 

mastery of His Word (See 2 Tim. 3:16). Yes, even then, we still won’t DESERVE salvation, but we 

must continually strive for perfection/completion as Christians. If we are not growing (see 1 

Pet. 2:2), if we are not striving to sin less and less (see Rom. 6:12), if we are not walking in the 

light (1 John 1:7), if we do not acknowledge our weaknesses and strive to improve upon them 

(see 1 John 1:8-10), then something is very wrong with our so-called “Christianity,” and we 

better examine ourselves and repent.     

Verse 11: “For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou 

commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.” Contrary to 

certain doctrines that try to differentiate between “deadly sins” and those which are “not 

deadly,” the Bible teaches that any sin can separate us from God. Both of the sins mentioned in 

this verse are sins that people tend to categorize as “big sins.” But how many people 

understand that the supposedly “little” sins (not so!) of gossip or “little white lies” or cheating 

on their taxes or grumbling and complaining are sins just as condemning?! Again, see Isaiah 

59:1-2.     

Verse 12: “So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.” 

This verse clearly refutes the false doctrine that Christians are not under any law. False teachers 

take several passages, mostly in the book of Romans (especially Rom. 6:14), and teach that 

Christian liberty is the opposite of law. They say that the Old Testament was all about strict 

adherence to rules (i.e. the Levitical food laws, circumcision, animal sacrifices, etc.), and that 

the New Testament is all about liberty (i.e. “Do what you want”). This is NOT true! Yes, the New 

Testament took away the food laws and circumcision and animal sacrifices, etc. (Acts 10:9 -16; 

1 Cor. 7:19; Heb. 10:1-18; Col. 2:14), but we are still under a LAW: the perfect law of liberty (the 

New Testament law) and that New Testament law OVER AND OVER AGAIN demands obedience 

to the things contained therein!      



Verse 13: “For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and 

mercy rejoiceth against judgment.” Looking back at the judgment mentioned in verse 12, we 

need to remember the principle of Mat. 7:1ff: “Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what 

judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged...” This is NOT saying don’t make judgments at all. It is, 

however, saying don’t judge HYPOCRITICALLY, for with the strictness that we judge others, we 

will receive the same strictness. Thus, if I am hypocritically pointing out others’ sins without 

addressing my own, I’m going to be in trouble on the Day of Judgment! Christians, then, of all 

people, should have a good understanding of the mercy of God, and should be merciful people 

themselves. This does NOT mean make excuses for sin. It DOES mean, however, to patiently 

forbear others and always be willing to forgive those who repent, and try to show them a 

better way.             


