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Instant coffee. Instant oatmeal. Instant rice. Instant mashed potatoes. Convenient? Yes. But the 

best quality? No! Instant isn't always a good thing, but it is a good thing when it comes to our 

Christianity! “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 

longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2, emphasis mine throughout, TCG).   

Contextually, Paul wrote this to the young preacher Timothy. Practically, we all can learn from it. 

What does it mean to be instant? What does it mean to be instant both IN season as well as OUT of 

season? What do these other terms, “reprove,” “rebuke,” and “exhort” have to do with being instant?    

Let’s begin with definitions of “reprove,” “rebuke,” and “exhort.” Concisely, these words 

represent the various outcomes of preaching. Reproof has to do with convincing /convicting of the 

truth, rebuke carries the connotation of charges or censure, and exhortation deals with a calling near for 

comfort. In simpler terms, reproof is converting people, rebuke is condemning sin, and exhortation is 

encouraging the discouraged.    

People who have never obeyed the Gospel need reproof. People who are living in sin need 

rebuke. People who are discouraged need exhortation. Thus, this threefold plan for preaching is given. 

Question: Can a Christian who doesn't get paid to preach still use this formula to reach people for 

Christ? Of course the answer is yes!    

Any Christian can gather around a kitchen table and use the Word of God to convict people of 

the Truth (reproof). Any Christian can use the Word to rebuke one caught up in the schemes of sin. Any 

Christian can use the Word to encourage another who has fallen prey to the Devil’s devices of 

discouragement. The question is, WILL we?    

That brings us to the idea of being instant. Looking at the Greek word (ephistemi), we see the 

idea of being present or on stand-by. One might say that being instant means being ready “at the drop 

of a hat,” or “at a moment’s notice.” As a pulpit preacher, I need to be ready to preach a sermon “at the 

drop of a hat” if called upon. As a Christian, we all need to be ready to talk about the Bible with people 

(and, ideally, even quote from it) “at the drop of a hat.”   “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and 

be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 

meekness and fear” (1 Pet. 3:15).    

Transitioning to the idea of “in season, out of season,” we can gather that this prepositional 

phrase modifies the fact that we are to “be instant.” “In season, out of season” refers to being able to 

preach “at a moment’s notice” when it’s convenient and when it’s NOT convenient. Thayer says of this 

concept “seasonably, opportunely, when the opportunity occurs.” And that is exactly right! As a pulpit 

preacher, I need to be ready and willing to go preach when it is convenient, and when it’s not. As a 

Christian, we need to be ready and willing to discuss the Bible with people when it is convenient and 

when it is not.    

Therefore, if my next door neighbor asks me to study the Bible with him during the same time as 

my favorite TV show or the ballgame or whatever the case may be, what takes priority? Of course the 



Bible should take priority. Let us ensure, then, that we always truly prioritize It so that we can show 

ourselves approved unto God (2 Tim. 2:15), and convert the sinner from the error of his way (Jms. 5:20). 


