Schedule Of Services
Sunday
Bible Study 9:45 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M. & 2:00 P.M.
Wednesday Bible study 7:00 P.M.

Website

Preacher
Chase Green
318-608-7418

Elders
Bill Schooley 318-396-7296
Tim Green 318-547-4026

Missions Supported

Ronnie Gootam - India
Marlon Retana - Panama
Brad Harrub - Focus Press

Beaconcofc.com (under construction)

By the Numbers:
Week of 10/14/18
Contribution — NA
Attendance:

THE BEACON OF TRUTH
October 21, 2018
“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” John 17:17

Sunday Bible Classes — 37
Sunday Worship* — 50
Wednesday Night — 30

What is a Pastor?

*Total for the day

(Continued from last week; Verses taken from the NKJV)

BEACON CHURCH OF CHRIST
2326 JONESBORO ROAD
MAIL: P.O. BOX 3057
WEST MONROE, LA 71294

WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED

1. Hear the Gospel (Jn. 20:30-31;
Rom. 10:17).
2. Believe (Rom. 1:16; Acts 18:8;
Heb. 11:6).
3. Repent (Lk. 13:3; 24:47;
Acts 3:19; 17:30).
4. Confess Christ (Matt. 10:32, 33).
5. Be baptized (immersed)
(Matt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:16;
Acts 2:38; 22:16).
6. Continue faithful unto death
(Rev. 2:10).

Bible Trivia Question

Last Week’s Answer: Nadab, Abihu,
Eleazar, and Ithamar (Exo. 28:1).
Q: What happened to Moses as he came
down from Mt. Sinai with the tablets
of the ten commandments?

Answer to be given next week!

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Mailing Address

Guest Speakers:
AM - Tim Green
PM - Jordan May

Kyle Butt, M.Div.
If it is the case that the New Testament uses the terms “elders,” “shepherds,” “pastors,”
“overseers,” and “bishops” to speak of the same spiritual office, what does that mean for the
Lord’s church today? First, it would indicate that anyone who is a “pastor” or “bishop” should
have the qualifications for those offices that are listed in Titus and 1 Timothy. Those lists present
straightforward personality traits and life situations that all who “qualify” as pastors or bishops
must maintain in order to spiritually oversee the church of the Lord. Without going into an extended discussion of each item on the lists, we can see why an “elder” or “bishop” must not be
“greedy for money” if he is to lead the Lord’s church. Furthermore, we can understand why an
overseer must not be addicted to alcohol or be violent.
It is true that people can appoint anyone they want as their “spiritual leaders” and call
them whatever they like. By that I mean, could a religious group appoint teenage alcoholics who
love to fight and are greedy and covetous to be their spiritual overseers, and use the terms
“elders” or “pastors” to describe them? Certainly they could. But that would not make them pastors in the way the New Testament describes a pastor. Notice that in Acts 20:28, Paul told the
Ephesian elders that the Holy Spirit had made those men elders. How does that happen today?
Since we know that all Scripture is inspired by God (2 Timothy 3:16-17), and the Bible writers
such as Peter and Paul were inspired when they penned the books of the New Testament (2 Peter
3:16; 1 Thessalonians 2:13), then we can conclude that in order for pastors to be appointed today
“by the Holy Spirit” they must meet the qualifications found in the New Testament. Just because
a group of people refers to someone as a bishop or pastor does not mean that person actually
meets the qualifications of a bishop or pastor as found in the New Testament.
A close look at the qualifications for pastors (bishops, elders, overseers, shepherds) reveals that many people who are called pastors or bishops would not qualify as such under the
New Testament. For instance, Paul told Timothy that “a bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife” (1 Timothy 3:2). He instructed Titus that a man could be appointed as an elder
(or bishop) if he was “blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children” (1:6). Notice that one of the first qualifications mentioned in order for a person to be a spiritual overseer of
the Lord’s church is that he is married to one woman. Would this apply to many (cntd. on pg. 2)

NEWS AND NOTES
TO OUR GUESTS—A WARM WELCOME

Thank you for coming today and please come back soon and often. If you have questions about the church
of Christ, what is taught here, or the way we do anything please feel free to ask. Please fill out the Guest
Register on the table in the foyer so we may have a record of your visit.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Margie Tippen — Regina Simmons — Wanda Hendrix — Marcia Green — Jerry Tippen (room 628 at
Ridgecrest Nursing Home) — Ruby Weaver — Wendy Traweek — Tim Green — Harold Myers —
Dianne Ortega — Joy Skipper — Ruth Coston (has bronchitis)
•
•

OTHER THINGS & UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Monthly Fellowship Meal — Next Sunday, October 28th, in between services.
Youth & Young Adults — Be on the lookout for monthly get-togethers. (If you would like to help with
a get-together, please let Chase know).

____________________________________________________________
(Continued from page 1)

who are called pastors or bishops today?
When it becomes clear that many who are called pastors, elders, or bishops in certain religious groups do not meet the qualifications that are inspired by the Holy Spirit, an attempt is
often made to “bend” the qualifications. For instance, we are often told that it is not necessary
for a pastor to be the husband of one wife; it would be fine if he were not married. We are told
that “the qualifications” are not so strict as to exclude unmarried men or even women from the
office. There is an obvious problem with such reasoning. Which of the qualifications can be
omitted? Would those religious groups argue that it would be acceptable to have a greedy bishop, or an alcoholic elder, or a violent pastor? You see, once humans begin to amend the list of
qualifications to their own liking, it is no longer the Holy Spirit’s qualification list being used to
appoint bishops and elders, but an uninspired, humanly devised (or revised) list.
A study of the term pastor as it is used in the New Testament helps us arrive at another interesting biblical concept. In each of the references to the office of pastors (bishops, overseers,
elders, shepherds) we see that the New Testament consistently refers to a plurality of these spiritual leaders in each church. In Titus 1, Paul told the young preacher to “appoint elders (plural)
in every city.” Peter wrote, “The elders (plural) who are among you I exhort” (1 Peter 5:1). In
Acts 20 we see that Paul “sent to Ephesus and called for the elders (plural) of the
church” (20:17). Acts 14:23 explains that Paul and Barnabas “appointed elders (plural) in every
church.” The idea of a single spiritual leader overseeing a church or congregation of the Lord’s
people is found nowhere in the New Testament. As J.W. McGarvey noted: “There is no proposition in reference to the organization of the primitive churches upon which scholars and critics
are more perfectly agreed than that every fully organized church had a plurality of Elders” (1950, p. 66).
If we compare the biblical idea of a pastor to that found in many religious groups today we
discover that the Bible and those groups present opposing ideas. The biblical picture of a pastor
is that of a spiritual leader who meets specific qualifications and who works in conjunction with

other pastors who meet the same qualifications to shepherd the church of God of which they
jointly have been appointed as overseers. Does your view of a pastor correspond with the view
found in the Bible? Does the religious group that you associate with have a biblical arrangement
for its spiritual leadership? If it does not, wouldn’t it be wise to begin your search today for a
congregation of the Lord’s church that does have pastors who have been appointed by the Holy
Spirit to overseer the flock?
References
Danker, Frederick William, William Arndt, and F.W. Gingrich, (2000), Greek-English Lexicon
of the New Testament (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press).

McGarvey, J.W. (1950), The Eldership (Murfreesboro, TN: Dehoff Publications).
(Article taken from http://apologeticspress.org/APContent.aspx?category=11&article=5011)
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Christ Liveth in Me
Chase Green

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself for me” (Gal. 2:20).
When we are baptized, we are crucified with Christ, so that like as Christ has been raised
to walk in newness of life, so are we (Rom. 6:1ff cf. Col. 2:11ff cf. 1 Cor. 15:1ff). When we
consider our lives, we need to realize that we are to be walking examples of Christ. When people look at us, they need to see Christ living in us. There is a reason that we bear the name
CHRIST-ian. Our lives are to be unrelenting examples of faith. We need to reflect the love that
Christ had for us to others.
Jesus came to live in the flesh (John 1:1ff), and with that, there were temptations. But Jesus overcame them. We owe it to Him to overcome them too. “Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter
into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak” (Mark 14:38).
Yes, we are going to mess up. We are going to faulter, from time to time. But we owe it to
Christ our Lord to repent, confess, and pray so that we can be faithful again (Acts 8:22; 1 John
1:9). We need to see Christ living in us, reflect on this often, and show others that Christ is living in us as well.
With love, Chase

________________________________________________________________

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE
“For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”
Rom. 10:10

________________________________________________________________
BE SURE TO TUNE INTO OUR RADIO STATION!
FM 102.5 KCXB-LP - The Beacon of Truth
Available 24/7 on FM radio and at Beaconcofc.com

